A communiqué issued after Equal Access International’s ambassadors virtual 
meeting on matters of insecurity in Northern Nigeria and commemoration of 


International Nongovernmental Organisation Day, held on 27" February, 2021. 


Introduction 


The indices of the impact of insecurity in Northern Nigeria reached a point that government 
and nongovernment bodies must change its strategies and approaches towards regulating and 
maintaining security matters in the region, and this means it is expedient to adopt non-kinetic 
approach and use of less kinetic approach. Therefore, application of strategic communications, 
propaganda, information management and negotiations are simply effective in dealing with security 
and conflict management. Forces and unfriendly approaches were employed by government and 
this lead to adversarial approach which is not positive management. 

The meeting organized by Equal Access International aka Farar Tattabara discussed the impact of 
engaging religious leaders and scholars in combating insecurity and peace building and analyze the 
roles, activities, and strategies of NGOs, CSOs, CBOs and other civilian platforms in building reliance 
of youth especially from conflict affected communities. This is in commemoration of the International 
Nongovernmental Organisation, the day recognizes, appreciates and celebrates the contribution that 


NGO’s have made and the impact they have on over across the World. 
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Impact of engaging religious leaders and scholars in combating insecurity, and peace building in 
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Insecurity and its Dynamics in Northern Nigeria 
There are quite number of causes of major insecurity in the North, many fall under communal conflict, 
religious intolerance, terrorism, ethnic conflict, and human rights abuses and violations. Experts and 


researchers indicated that most crises associated with religions are deeply not independently caused 


by the religious institutions itself but it is rather caused by differences in interest of divers groups, it 


get escalated to religious fight after it is not managed or regulated rightly. Issues of land has raised 


to be a serious issues between groups of ethnically distinctive, this has created the herder-farmer 


conflict in the North. Terrorism and violent extremism as the major security challenge in the region 


have also affected grievously livelihood and peace of unimaginable number of communities, 


displacing millions of persons. Also the matter of banditry and kidnapping. 


Observations 


The following were observed and noted during presentation by panelists, presenters, and speakers: 


1. 
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3. 
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There is retrogression in security and peace over the past decade in Northern Nigeria. 

Insecurity is inclining. 

There is misuse of religious teachings and practices in the region. 

People of the region are religious sensitive and there are strong bonds between religion and its 
followers. 

People of pledge more allegiance to their religious faith than anything constitutional. 

Approaches used in conflict management in the region are kinetic approach. 

Policy makers engaged religious leaders less when it comes to policy designs decision in the region. 
Scholars and religious leaders have firmed followers and they are very influential in the region. 


Some religious leaders instigate violence and promote negative ideas on national issues. 


. Youths are engaged lesser when it comes security development initiative. 
Ti 


There are less training and capacity building of community stakeholders on conflict management. 


. Scholars and religious leaders failed to hold up their responsibilities as leaders of the people that 


promote peace harmony. 
Religious preaching inciting violence and tension is taking place 


Recommendations 


The following recommendations were outlined during the meeting: 


1. 
2. 


Religious leaders and scholars should be carried along in the process of decision making at all levels. 
Clerics, imams and traditional leaders should be engaged in the process of designing policies that has 
to do with security. 

Government and partners should organize training and capacity building on conflict management for 
community leaders and actors. 

NGO’s, CSO’s and development partners should increase their initiatives on peace building and unity 


across the region. 


12. 
13. 


Research should be conducted regularly on the trends, dynamics and nature of insecurity in the region. 
Empowerment of youth on countering violent extremism and narratives. 

Government and security agencies should adopt new approach that is away from adversarial, and 
always employ non-kinetic strategies on conflict and regulating peace in the regions. 

Information management initiative, use of propaganda, and use of negotiations and dialogue in peace 
building is crucial for government and state in tackling the peculiar insecurity in the north 

There is need for NGOs addressing issues on CVE to engage religious leaders in workshops and 
seminars on peace promotion, peace building and tolerance. This religious leaders are the mind 
drivers in our society, when they are not aware of the danger of extremism, they can radicalise a wide 
number of the society. They should be the first stakeholders to be engaged before any other because 
of the influence they have in shaping and reshaping the mindset of the society. 


. Religious institutions should have some regulations in Nigeria in the sense that not everyone should 


have access to large followers without any rules. 


. The media should serve as a useful tool in communicating religious messages to people approved by 


the authority. 
People should understand that humanity is first before the differences of religious institutions came, 
Government and leaders should promote youth initiative that will promote peace building and conflict 


management. 


Appreciation 


Fellows, presenters, speakers, participants and audience (engaged online) that attended the 


meeting expressed their support and appreciated Equal Access International aka FararTattabara 


for initiatives like this that engage the community, government and individuals in promoting peace 


and development in the country. 


